How to: create a new svn repository from a versioned directory
If you have a repository with multiple projects, and you want to move one of these projects into a new own repository, here are the steps.

We’ll assume the repository is setup as follows:

	Server-name
	server1

	Current repository
	C:/svnRepos/

	Projects within the
repository
	C:/svnRepos/


project1/



Trunk/*



Tags/*



Branches/*


project2/



Trunk/*



Tags/*



Branches/*


Etc.


And “project2” is the project to create a new repository for.

Let’s get started!

0. Make sure all local development changes to the project are committed!

1. Open a command or console window at the subversion server.

2. ‘Dump’ the project to a file, via svnadmin > dump to dumpfilter:

cmd>svnadmin dump C:/svnRepos/ | svndumpfilter include --drop-empty-revs --renumber-revs /project2 > C:/project2.svndump

Where C:/project2.svndump is the location of the temporary file.
(more about this technique here)

3. Now you have a subversion-dumpfile. The file contains everything subversion needs to build a new repository, so we’ll first create a new empty repository:
cmd>svnadmin create C:/svnRepos/project2/

Note: it might look a bit confusing to create a directory “/svnRepos/project2/” when it already seems to exist… (just look at the “Projects within the repository” above). Anyways, subversion will handle it correctly, and serve you the repository ‘project2’ instead of the directory ‘/project2’ in repository ‘’.

4. Now the users for the new repository must be created.
You can add them in the file C:/svnRepos-project2/conf/password. (see instructions in that file)

But, a better option is to link the old password file to the configuration of the new repository, and hence have the same users in the new repository.l You can do this by editing the file C:/svnRepos-project2/conf/svnserve.conf. Find the line with “password-db = passwd”, and change it to “password-db = ../../conf/passwd” (or whatever the relative path to C:/svnRepos/conf/passwd is)

5. Now we can fill the empty repository by loading the file.
cmd>svnadmin load C:/svnRepos-project2/ < C:/project2.svndump
Where “< C:/project2.svndump” means that the load command must load the specified file.

6. Now, your new repository will have the following directory format:
C:/svnRepos-project2/
      project2/
            Trunk/*
            Tags/*
            Branches/*
But that’s not what we want off course! The trunk-tags-branches-directories should be the root of the repository!
Therefor, we’ll simply move the 3 dirs to root, and then delete the ‘project2’ dir.
cmd>svn move -m "Moving trunk to repository root" svn://server1/project2/project2/trunk /trunk
cmd>svn move -m "Moving tags to repository root" svn://server1/project2/project2/tags /tags
cmd>svn move -m "Moving branches to repository root" svn://server1/project2/project2/branches /branches
cmd>svn delete -m "Deleting old empty root directory" svn://server1/project2/project2

Note: you can also move these via smartSVN or another svn client.

7. Congrats, you’re done!
You can now check-out this repository, with the svn url svn://server1/project2/
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